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Abstract 
 In the present time, when tourism became a business with social impact, economic and even political, 

both nationally and internationally,the need of  aknowledging  the tourism potential should be 

increase more and more. Thinking through the prism of these two components, namely the natural 

and the anthropogenic component, the Apuseni Mountains have numerous elements with tourism 

potential. The tourism potential of the Apuseni Mountains is particularly  highlighted by their natural 

component. In the Apuseni Mountains area there is a huge treasure of archeological, historical 

monuments, architecture and art, and an invaluable heritage showing the evolution and continuity of 

labour and life on these lands, development of culture and art of the Romanian people. This historical 

and cultural background is also an important part of tourism potential and a component of national 

and international tourist image of the Apuseni Mountains. 
 
Key words : historical monument, occupancy rate, rural guesthouses. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 

The analysis of the evolution and dynamics of tourist activities in the 
Apuseni Mountains was based on available data  at the National Institute of 
Statistics on cities and counties (Bihor, Cluj, Salaj, Arad, Alba) and takes 
into account the tourism key indicators: existing accommodation capacity, 
accommodation capacity in operation, number of nights and occupancy 
rates. 

 
MATERIAL AND METHODS 

 

The analysis was based on information provided by a number of 49 
municipalities: 1 locality in Salaj County,  7 localities in Arad County, 12 
villages in Alba County, 12 localities in Bihor County, 13 localities in Cluj 
County, 4 localities  in  Hunedoara County. These localities were kept in the 
database because they have full information for the selected indicators, so as 
not to artificially distort the analysis results. We need to say that the samll 
accomodation structures in the sample area (eg bungalows) have not been 
included in the anlaysis. Also note that the data provided by the National 
Institute of Statistics are based on questionnaires completed by the 
operators, and since 2009 the urban toursits hostels have been defined as 
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tourist hostels and the rural guesthouses have been defined as agroturistic 
hostels.  

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Analysis of key indicators of tourism activities in the Apuseni 
Mountains.The area chosen for the analysis of tourism in the Apuseni 
Mountains has the following structure in the years 2005- 2009. The 
particular area of the Apuseni Mountains, from which we started the 
analysis, presented in 2009 an existing tourist accommodation capacity of 
9212 seats, representing approx. 27.5% of the capacity of counties analyzed 
(table. 1.1), continuously growing, especially in 2009. Therefore, if in the 
2005 - 2008 timeframe, the number of certified beds increased by only 
28.2%, in 2009, compared to 2008, the  growth was 71.4%. The 
accommodation places available to tourists in a year were 1,168,569 places - 
days (equivalent to approx. 3246 places - year). This reveals an occupancy 
rate of  accommodation units of approx. 60 -75% from a year, except 2009, 
when an average opening frame  was 127 days, meaning  35% from  the 
period of  a year.  
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CONCLUSION 

 

Compare the situation in the analyzed counties, we conclude that until 
2007  the Apuseni Mountains had approx. 15% of the existing accommodation 
in the counties mentioned. Although in 2009 this proportion had risen to 32.3%, 
if we look more carefully  we see that the service capacity of tourist reception 
facilities generally recorded in 2009 were not yet in operation. The occupancy 
rate was below the county level, reaching up to maximum 27.7% in 2008. As 
one can see, moreover, in the year 2008, the analyzed tourism indicators 
reached peak potential. 
 
REFERENCES 

 
1. Agenda 21, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Division for 
SustainableDevelopment,http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/agenda21/res_agenda21_00.shtml 
2. Barometrul OMT al turismului mondial, volumul 8, ianuarie 2010. 
3. COM(2007) 621, Agenda for a sustainable and competitive European tourism, 
Commission of the European Communities 
4. COM(2010) 352, Europe, the world's No 1 tourist destination – a new political 
framework for tourism in Europe, Comisia Europeană 
5. Comunicatul COM (90) 438, Community Action to Promote Rural Tourism 
6. Dona Ion, 2006 – Economie rurală, Editura Ceres, Bucureşti  
7. Eurostat, Statistics în Focus, 23/2009 

8. Institutul NaŃional de Statistică 
9. Small Farm Center, http://www.sfc.ucdavis.edu/agritourism/definition.html.  
10. Summary of proposals for a « Mountain » Green Book, European Association of 
Elected representatives from Mountain Regions, http://www.promonte-aem.net/aem-
opinion/proposal-for-a-green-paper-for-a-mountain-policy-of-the-european-union-a-european-
vision-for-mountain-ranges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 340 

 
 
 
 
 
 


